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To systematize the analysis proposed by linguistic typology for demonstratives in order to determine
the categories and parameters of endophoric uses in the comedies of Aristophanes and Plautus.

1.

To compare the two systems, to establish the similarities and differences in the expression of Greek and
Latin deixis in the selected works.

2.

To describe and analyse the cognitive mechanisms that affect the expression of endophoric deixis.3.
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 Corpus elaboration. 1.
2.  Classification on the basis of the
 parameters determined by Diessel
(1999).

Traditional parameters (understood on the basis of their ascription to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd deictic person) are
not sufficient to describe the semantic variety of demonstratives. Instead, they should be understood in
terms of closeness and remoteness (centre-periphery) to the speaker, which provides the epistemic
perspective and the frame of reference. In addition, all demonstratives can develop every use, as stated.

1.

Therefore, subjectification is also fundamental in the deictic expression of the selected works and  the main
conceptual mechanisms are: 

2.

The emotional deixis (Lakoff 1974: 347).
The image schema CENTRE-PERIPHERY (Lakoff 1987: 274).
The conceptual metaphor SOCIAL RELATIONS ARE SPATIAL RELATIONS (Donati 2010: 302).
Endophoric deixis in Aristophanes and Plautus is not absolutely similar, since the recharacterized form of
οὗτος with the exophoric particle -ί for the endophoric deixis finds no parallel in Plautus. Nor does the use of
the demonstrative of middle distance (οὗτος) similarly to a second person pronoun. 

3.

Thesaurus Linguae Graecae 
& Diogenes Web

3. Analysis and notable examples.

(quantitative + qualitative analysis)

 TOOLS

Anaphoric

Discourse
Deictics

Recognitional 
uses

ENDOPHORIC USES

CLEO. Meamne hic Mnesilochus, Nicobuli filius,
per uim ut retineat mulierem? quae haec factiost?

CLEO. So this Mnesiculus, son of Nicobulus,
wants to take my wife away from me by

violence? 
By what right does he do it?

(Plaut. Bacch. 843-844)

 PAL.quin tu huic
responde, haec illaec

est ab illa quam
dudum dixi.

PAL. Come on, answer her,
this is that one that comes on
behalf of that one I told you

about before

(Plaut. Mil. 1406)

 ΑΛ. Οὗτος, τί κύπτεις;
 Hey, you, why are
you bowing your

head?
(Ar. Eq. 1354)

Use of οὗτος as a 2nd person
pronoun = desemantization

and incipient
grammaticalization?

Grammaticalization of
greek deíctic particle -ί 
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Cognitive Linguistics

ἐκεῖνοςille

οὗτος hic

ὅδε
iste

ΧΡ.Ταυτὶ σὺ τολμᾷς, ὦ μιαρωτάτη, λέγειν;
 You dare to say that, you wicked? CHREM.

(Ar. Pl. 472)


